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Dear Reader/Viewer:
What is a book? Is it perpetually fated to be inky words on a paper page? Or can a book simply be something that inspires—feeding your head with ideas and creativity regardless of the medium? The latter, I believe. That's why I'm always pushing our books to a higher plane; using new technology to reinvent the medium.
I wrote my first book in 1973, Projects in Sights, Sounds, and Sensations. I like to think of it as our first multimedia book. In the years since then, I've learned that people want to experience information, not just passively absorb it—they want interactive MTV inabook. With this in mind, I started my own publishing company and published Master C, a book/ disk package that turned the PC into a C language instructor. Then we branched out to computer graphics with Fractal Creations, which included a color poster, 3-D glasses, and a totally rad fractal generator. Ever since, we've included disks and other goodies with most of our books. Virtual Reality Creations is bundled with 3-D Fresnel viewing goggles and Walkthroughs & Flybys CD comes with a multimedia CD-ROM. We've made complex multimedia accessible for any PC user with Ray Tracing Creations, Multimedia Creations, Making Movies on Your PC, Image Lab, and three books on Fractals.
The Waite Group continues to publish innovative multimedia books on cutting-edge topics, and of course the programming books that make up our heritage. Being a programmer myself, I appreciate clear guidance through a tricky OS, so our books come bundled with disks and CDs loaded with code, utilities, and custom controls.
By 1993, The Waite Group will have published 135 books. Our next step is to develop a new type of book, an interactive, multimedia experience involving the reader on many levels.
With this new book, you'll be trained by a computer-based instructor with infinite patience, run a simulation to visualize the topic, play a game that shows you different aspects of the subject, interact with others on-line, and have instant access to a large database on the subject. For traditionalists, there will be a full-color, paper-based book.
In the meantime, they've wired the White House for hi-tech; the information super highway has been proposed; and computers, communication, entertainment, and informa​tion are becoming inseparable. To travel in this Digital Age you'll need guidebooks. The Waite Group offers such guidance for the most important software—your mind.
We hope you enjoy this book. For a color catalog, just fill out and send in the Reader Report Card at the back of the book. You can reach me on CIS as 75146,3515, MCI mail as mwaite, and usenet as mitch@well.sf.ca.us.
Sincerely,
Mitchell Waite Publisher
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